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Thank you, Mr. President. Excellencies, distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The International Federation for Family Development is a non-governmental,
independent, and non-profit federation that has promoted initiatives in favour of the
family in sixty-five countries of the five continents for more than forty years now,
benefitting more than fifty thousand parents every year through our Family Enrichment
Programs.

Mr. President,

The topic for this year’s meeting gives a new chance to review the importance of families,
as they are the first environment to assure a more effective, inclusive and human-centred
approach to development.

In effect, the promotion of sustainable development can’t be set aside from investing in
families or empowering them. As the Secretary General has mentioned in one of his
Reports, “The twentieth anniversary of the International Year of the Family, coming (in
2014) on the eve of the target year of the Millennium Development Goals, gives us an
opportunity to refocus on the role of families in development.”[A/66/62–E/2011/4]

Also, he adds that “The Millennium Development targets, especially those relating to the
reduction of poverty, education of children and reduction in maternal mortality, are
difficult to attain unless the strategies to achieve them focus on the family (…) In fact, “The
very achievement of development goals depends on how well families are empowered to
contribute to the achievement of those goals.”[A/66/62–E/2011/4]

Mr. President,

The long-standing efforts of United Nations to protect human Rights has empowerment at
its core and has been enriched during the past years with the goal of empowering the
world’s women and empowering the next generation through the work on youth. We feel
that adding families to the agenda would be another step forward.

We also think such goal should include the removal of all barriers to the active
participation of families in society, especially including decisions on investments in health,
housing and education. Too often, the time, effort and money families invest in their
children finds no social or economic incentive by the society benefitting from them,
because there are no political instruments to implement it.

As a consequence, we aim to “promote the integration of a family perspective into policy-
making at the national, regional and international levels”, which is one of the primary
activities of the Focal Point on the Family at United Nations. To implement this
perspective in a practical way, we suggest the introduction of a family impact report, as a
tool to assess the impact of certain policy measures on opportunities for families. As a long
term goal, we also aim to identify and describe the indicators for such a report to be made
in different situations and for different purposes.

Thank you, Mr. President.


